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The artist•s works can evoke a lyrical romanticism:
hazy hilltop views, a fusion of vaporous skies with

barely perceptible signs of life.

nature by emphasising its simplicity. Art critic Olena Ivanova-
Solodovikova has likened the painter to a sculptor, Ò[cutting] off
all that is superfluous, secondary, and incidental, retaining only
what is fundamentalÓ.

ARTISTIC INFLUENCES
The rudimentary style of ZakharchukÕs painting comes from a
combination of expressionism and contour drawing. He has cited
Cezanne, Gauguin and Matisse as direct influences, although it is
apparent from his current exhibition that the evanescent skies
and experimentations with light that Monet was famous for, have
cast their influence here. ÒThe artist is like a bee,Ó Zakharchuk
has observed, Òwhich gathers nectar from many flowers
processing it into honey. For our creations to be original and
distinctive, we also have to learn from many mastersÓ. In Early
Spring, we are presented with a linear landscape, almost
inconsequential if it were not for the distant appearance of two
buildings that point the way upwards to a clouded sky, which
both absorbs and reflects the light from the setting sun. Shades of
blue and lilac dominate within this painting, piqued with dabbles
of amber and burnt orange. The painting is currently priced at
£8,900 and measures 140cm x 190cm.

ÒBehind all my works lies the first emotional shock at the
pictures that I see in natureÓ. The artistÕs inspiration tends to be
expressed in a dual manner, his works can evoke a lyrical
romanticism: hazy hilltop views, a fusion of vaporous skies with
barely perceptible signs of life (towns, mountains), generally
keeping to a green foreground, whether valleys, hills, dirt-track
roads or silvery streams of water, with attention to subtle tonal
transitions in colour. Examples of such works, mostly in oils or
pastels, include Morning Fogmeasuring 80cm x 100cm, A View
of Podil, 95cm x 160cm, and Evening in the Poltava Region
measuring 120cm x 142cm. 

However, such inclinations in his work are often tempered
with very rational interpretations of nature, the use of solid
forms and near enough block colouring, such as in Eventide, The
River Snov, 90cm x 110cm, and Evening, The River Snov, 70cm x
120cm,A Blue Evening, 122cm x 123cm, and Evening on the
Stuhna, 50cm x 60cm. 

If a little prosaic, the titles of these works betray the
sensibility of this artist which combines a classical
attentiveness to the subtle variations of light with a non-
compromising faithfulness to the landscape Ð often allowing
the sky in its obtuse indifference to swallow up the land. At
times, the formality with which the content is handled means
that the compositions almost verge on the abstract. 

In whatever manner Zakharchuk chooses to paint, there is
always an undeniable sense of silence emanating from the
scene, which is present whether in depictions of desolate

landscapes or in the run of herds of cattle towards water.
These paintings are an investment in the beauty of nature
divested of its drama, they are simply pleasant to behold and
surely worth owning. These works range in price from as
little as £1,600 for the smaller, simpler works to upwards of
£14,000 for the larger pieces.

The Mall GalleriesÕ exhibition in London was the first
viewing of Oleksa ZakharchukÕs paintings for a British public,
and was held from 10-19 April 2007.

However, part of this collection can be seen at the
exhibition ÔBorn in the USSRÕ at The Gallery 54, Shepherds
Market, London from 4-10 June 2007 and at the Royal West
of England Academy of Arts in Bristol from 30 September
until 30 October 2007.

Eventide, The River Snov, 1988, oil on canvas, 90cm  x 110cm, priced £6,500.

Rye is ripening, oil on canvas, 1986, 85cm x 130cm,  priced £6,500.

An old bridge, recollecting Ruysdael, 2001, pastel on cardboard,
62.5cm x 74cm.
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